
ERCIM
European Research Consortium
for Informatics and Mathematics

European

Research

Consortium for

Informatics and 

Mathematics



ERCIM
European Research Consortium
for Informatics and Mathematics

ERCIM is a 
consortium 
of leading research
institutions from 
16 European
countries
committed 
to the advancement
of information 
technology 
and applied 
mathematics.
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Member Country

INRIA France
FhG Germany
NTNU Norway
SARIT Switzerland
CNR Italy
AARIT Austria
SICS Sweden
SZTAKI Hungary
CLRC United Kingdom
CRCIM Czech Republic
VTT (IT) Finland
CWI The Netherlands
SRCIM Slovakia
FORTH Greece
TCD Ireland
FNR Luxembourg

Total

Size*

2500  
2350  
1150
800 
500
500
350
350 
290 
250
250
210 
180 
160 
150
100

10,090

* estimated staff in areas relevant to ERCIM

Member since

1989 (founding member)
1989 (founding member) 
2002
1994
1991
2001
1992
1994
1990
1996
1993
1989 (founding member)
1998
1992
2000
2002

Members
of ERCIM 

EEIG
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Contributing to a leading role of Europe in ICT:

• by building a europeanwide, open network of centers of excellence 
in ICT. One member institute per European country, which serves as 
node for the research community in its country

• by excelling in research and by acting as a bridge to applications 

• by being internationally recognized as a major representative 
organization it its field; the portal which gives access to all relevant 
ICT research groups in Europe

Objectives (1)
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• by acting as an interface for the non-EU member institutions 
within the European Community and other international 
organisations 

• by liaising with other international organisations in its field 

• by promoting cooperation in research, technology transfer, 
innovation and training 

Thus creating added value for its members, for their countries 
and for Europe

Objectives (2)
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Structure

President

Chairperson

Executive 
Committee
(one senior manager per 
member)

•carries out policy

Working Groups
�Environmental 
Modelling
�Constraints
�e-learning
�Formal Methods
�User Interfaces for All
�etc.

Research 
Projects
• coordinator or 
partner in 
research projects
• consulting and 
support 
for IT research area

Task Groups/ 
Forces
�Editorial Board
�Strategy TF
�EC Task Force
�Human Resource 
Management
�etc.

Manager

ERCIM Office
� budget
� financial and legal matters
� W3C administration
� project coordination
� PR and central editing of 
ERCIM News

nominates

Fellowship, 
Sponsoring & Prizes

�Fellowship Programme
�Sponsoring of conferences,
�workshops, summer schools
�Cor Baayen Award
�Award for the best ERCIM 
Working Group of the year

Board of Directors
(one Executive Director 
per member)

• defines policy

nominates
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Board of Directors
President: Gerard van Oortmerssen, 

Director of CWI

Executive Committee
Chairman: Eckart Bierdümpel, 

International Business Development, FhG

ERCIM Office
Manager: Bernard Larrouturou, President of INRIA
Scientific Director: Jean-Eric Pin, INRIA
Office located at INRIA, Sophia-Antipolis, France

Management



ERCIM
European Research Consortium
for Informatics and Mathematics

ERCIM, the European Host of W3C

• ERCIM became the European host of W3C in January 2003

“with the move to ERCIM, there is the potential for considerable
growth and synergies of Web technologies across Europe”

(W3C director Tim Berners-Lee)



ERCIM
European Research Consortium
for Informatics and Mathematics

Present Links with W3C

• ERCIM members involved in internet/web research

• Participation in working groups W3C

• Seven ERCIM members host national W3C offices

• Joint participation in EU projects

Potential for the Future

• ERCIM: expertise in web technologies

• W3C: links to industry, technology transfer

• Broader base in Europe for W3C

• Increased European participation in  standardisation

• W3C – ERCIM joint FP6 projects
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• Constraints
• Control and System Theory
• Databases
• E-Learning
• Electronic Commerce
• Environmental Modelling
• Formal Methods for Industrial 

Critical Applications
• Health and Information 

Technology
• User Interfaces for All
• Matrix Computations and 

Statistics
• Applications of Numerical 

Mathematics in Science
• Image Understanding

• Organize workshops

• Prepare common projects 
(DELOS, DECAIR,...)

• Receive fellows from 
ERCIM’s fellowship 
programme

• Entitled to financial support 
(up to 2 000¤/year)

• Can apply for the ERCIM 
working group award 
(up to 20 000¤/year)

Working Groups
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ERCIM participates in research projects 
as co-ordinator or partner

Scientific activities: carried out by ERCIM members

Administrative tasks: carried out by the ERCIM office.

Research Projects
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Current projects
Anfas, Cyclades, DELOS Network of Excellence, 
EU-NSF co-operation, Reset, Scholnet, Telemac, Wadi

Past projects
Aquarelle, Infodev, C-Web, Decair, Discipl, MtoM3D, 
Alcom, Esimeau, Simes, Thetis, Quantum, EU-China 
HPCN Initiative ...
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With a pool of IT experts from 16 European institutes, 
ERCIM has carried out:

• Evaluations for the World Bank’s INFODEV Programme

• Promotion activity for the EU IST Programme in Latin America

• Organization of strategic workshops (EU-Mediterranean co-

operations, EU-US National Science Foundation strategic 

workshops)

• Studies for the EC (Examples:  Internet in the Mediterranean 

Region, Tunisian Research in IT, HPCN in the southern 

Mediterranean Region)

• Consultancy in research project management.

Consultancy
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• Open to PhDs, 
world-wide

• Over 100 fellowships 
awarded since 1990

• Eighteen months 
residency at two ERCIM 
institutes

• Focuses mainly on 
topics defined by the 
ERCIM
working groups� 0
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Number of fellows who
have started their grant
in the given year

Fellowship Programme
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Cor Baayen Award
5 000 ¤ for the most promising young researcher 
from an ERCIM country. 

Working Group Award
Up to 20 000¤ for the best ERCIM Working Group of the year 

Sponsorship of Conferences, Workshops/Schools
Up to 15 events sponsored per year (2 000 ¤)

Awards and Sponsorships
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ERCIM Website
http://www.ercim.org/

ERCIM Office co/ INRIA Sophia Antipolis, France
Tel +33 4 92 38 50 10 - Fax +33 4 92 38 50 11 E-mail: office@ercim.org

ERCIM News
quarterly magazine (free subscription)

For further information


